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Further Questions on Education Policy for Evaluation and Discussion 

 

o Because education and healthcare advocates alike will continue to cite the need for more funding, we need to 
explain to constituents and the public that funding for any public program comes via the tax dollars produced 
by a healthy economy; we must advocate for policies that remove economic restraints on business so that our 
state’s economic engine can produce the revenues needed to fund public priorities. Legislation that removes 
those constraints is both pro-education and pro-healthcare. 

 
o The public is largely uninformed about the intricacies of public education funding, but the voters’ 

overwhelming rejection of Proposition 73 a few weeks ago demonstrates that people are not prepared to throw 
money at education at the state level; importantly and by contrast, several localities passed bond issues – it 
seems that Coloradans prefer to spend money on local education where it will be most accountable. 

 
o We have spent a fortune on education yet results are disappointing. Why would we promise more funding for 

the current, mediocre system if educators won’t promise to be open to various structural reforms? Giving more 
money to education without demanding reform only insures that minorities will continue to fall behind in the 
classroom and at work; that, in turn, will lead to profound and long term societal consequences – isn’t that the 
definition of insanity? If imagination and hard work can bring us life-improving technologies, why not apply 
that same imagination to education reform? For a long time, AT&T had a virtual monopoly on the phone. Life 
for AT&T was good, profits were large and if they did research, it was to make a better landline. Then along 
came Apple, who created the really smart phone, and our world changed. Apple’s willingness to see an old 
problem in a new way – to use unconstrained imagination – revolutionized our world. The current education 
system is a virtual monopoly, and it’s difficult to imagine that that system will bring about the revolution 
necessary for our children to be successful at school. We must allow people who think outside the box to 
develop imaginative solutions to our educational challenges, and we call upon the CEA to support those 
solutions. As they are fond of saying, ‘it’s all about the kids’. 
 

o Minority students are particularly ill served under the current system, and we should continue to take the 
initiative in demanding better as we seek to work with ‘DFERs’ while considering innovative changes both 
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within and outside the current system.1 We’re the party of Lincoln and should make outreach to these 
communities a priority, not merely to promote our party to minorities but, more importantly, to promote their 
individual success and happiness.  

 
o As we explain to voters the truth about funding and results, we should ask whether or not we’re getting value 

for money. Democrats often employ outside groups to deploy their most incendiary messages, and we might 
consider following their example. In any event, part of our job this session involves informing and persuading 
the public re education funding and results. 
 

o As we pointed out in the debate about teacher pay in early 2018, local school districts in Colorado exercise 
enormous control over education, so that districts decide how much they want to pay teachers (CRS §22-32-
109(f)(I)). We’re sending districts more money than ever – the question for them is, Where’s it going? 

o The much discussed ‘negative factor’ is a statutory reality (insofar as the term is used in statute), but an 
economic phantom: the missing $672m ‘negative factor’ is more than compensated for by the $2.9+b that 
comes to school districts via mill levy overrides, certificates of participation, bond sale proceeds and other 
sources. 
 

o If you really want to know why there’s not even more money for education, look no further than the 257% 
increase in Medicaid enrollments and a 66% increase in costs thanks to Obamacare and Governor 
Hickenlooper. In 2006-07 Colorado had two K-12 students for every Medicaid recipient; today we have 1.4 
Medicaid recipients for every one K-12 student. Those expensive, unforced errors have cut into education 
funding. We’ll be able to do more for education once the “big government” approach to health care and its 
litany of unintended consequences go away. Providing generous health care benefits to healthy people who 
won’t even try to work means less money for teachers.  

 
o Rural districts have trouble recruiting and retaining teachers: could adjustments be made to the tax code to 

provide incentives to rural teachers? Could additional help be offered to local districts to do the same? Could 
we provide regulatory relief to rural communities to create a business environment that attracts investment 
and strengthens the local economy to make it a more inviting place for younger Coloradans? How does this 
relate to policies concerning natural resources and agriculture? To be sure, not every small town will grow 
from 8,000 to 58,000 in 25 years (as Castle Rock has), but as Republicans we hope every town can grow as far 

                                            
1 The PDK poll cited earlier (n. 57) also says this: “Nearly eight in 10 Americans prefer reforming the existing public school system rather than finding an 

alternative approach. That number is higher than in any year since the question was first asked two decades ago”. This suggests teacher unions have been 
winning the PR battle; whether they’re really capable of change/reform is another question altogether. 
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and as fast as its citizens want (and resources permit), unencumbered by unnecessary statutory obstacles. 
Thriving communities will be attractive for businesses and teachers alike. 
 

o When it comes to assessments and tests, most parents understand the concept of grades like A, B, C, D & F; 
indeed, these are still the grades given for coursework in most Colorado public schools. Virtually any parent 
understands that an ‘A’ student is doing well, a ‘C’ student is neither ‘great’ nor ‘awful’, and an ‘F’ student is 
failing. Parents and teachers share a common vocabulary, and thus communication is possible. Contrast that 
with the sort of ambiguous language used to talk about state assessments: ‘met expectations’, ‘partially met 
expectations’, ‘approached expectations’, ‘did not yet meet expectations’, etc. Parents and voters do not 
understand this sort of grading regimen – if transparency is a value in education, then why not demand the use 
of grading values we all understand on standardized tests? Why not require the Department of Education to 
translate assessment results for us so that parents and legislators alike understand what’s really happening 
with our students? Let’s demand transparency from the education establishment so we can see problems 
clearly and fix them. 
 

o Children from intact families have demonstrably better results in standardized testing, so why don’t we 
encourage families to be healthy, whole and intact? One thing parents can do to help their child’s educational 
prospects is to stay married and provide a happy home for them. That’s something that teachers, principals and 
others simply cannot do. We cannot blame the education system for our failures and shortcomings as 
husbands, wives, and parents. And for those who make the conscious choice to avoid marriage while becoming 
a parent, I can only say: think again about your child’s well being. As President Barack Obama said in 2010, 
“We’re going to support efforts to build healthy relationships between parents as well – because we know that 
children benefit not just from loving mothers and loving fathers, but from strong and loving marriages as 
well”. (6/21/2010 [Fathers Day], White House archives).   

 
o Education has become a ‘wedge’ issue for Colorado Democrats2; we should exploit these intraparty differences 

both to promote educational reform and success along with its electoral counterpart. 
 

o Over the decades, public schools have been tasked with ever-greater responsibilities3 – perhaps we can find a 
way to ‘lighten their load’ so that they can return to the core issue of literacy when it comes to important 
subject matter. Contemplating this will take some work on your part. 

                                            
2 https://www.chalkbeat.org/posts/co/2018/04/14/colorado-democrats-overwhelming-reject-democrats-for-education-reform-at-state-assembly/; also 

https://chalkbeat.org/posts/co/2018/05/31/how-education-reform-became-a-wedge-issue-among-colorado-democrats-this-election-year/ 
3 https://littletonpublicschools.net/sites/default/files/the-list.pdf 

https://www.chalkbeat.org/posts/co/2018/04/14/colorado-democrats-overwhelming-reject-democrats-for-education-reform-at-state-assembly/
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o We need to figure out ways to pay demonstrably good teachers more for the job they do and reduce the role 

played by administrators. 
 

o By constitutional design, local school districts exercise substantial control over their schools to meet the needs of 
their students, primarily but not exclusively by their control of locally raised funding; the state has significant, but 
limited, control. Nevertheless, strong and principled conservative leadership in education at the state level offers 
the best hope for the coming generation as a whole. If we fail to exercise it, our children will taste the increasingly 
bitter fruit of a stagnant educational tree. 

 
 


